
The Indiana National Road Association hosted a reception for the National Road
Alliance at the monumental National Road landmark, the Indiana Repertory Theater
in Indianapolis.  Board members from both organizations, sponsors and supporters
attended.  Photograph by Ron Sanders.
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For many who have
been with INRA since
1994, it may be hard to
believe 10 years have
passed since Historic
Landmarks Foundation of
Indiana helped create the
Indiana National Road
Association (INRA).  In
the past decade, with the
leadership of many hard
working and dedicated
board members and
volunteers, INRA has led
the way to preserve and
promote the byway.

This year’s Annual
Meeting events on May 7 and 8 were especially
significant because of this landmark year, but also
because INRA hosted the National Road Alliance in
Indianapolis.  The Alliance leads the endeavors of all
six states to preserve and promote the byway on a
regional scale.

The welcoming reception was held at the exquisite
Indiana Repertory Theater (IRT).  During this unique
opportunity to visit one of Indianapolis’s most
incredible spaces, there was a short presentation from
Erika Kellar of the IRT, and Keira Amstutz, who
described the cultural district initiative in Indianapolis.

The events also marked another significant
achievement of INRA, in that several businesses
sponsored and made the weekend much more
meaningful.  Top financial sponsors were Architura, a
preservation oriented architectural firm, Ratio, an
architectural firm whose work along the byway
includes the Cumberland streetscape project, and the

Walkabout Company,
a West Virginia based
company whose
relationship
developed out of the
Alliance initiative.
Other financial
sponsors who made
the events possible
were the National
Road Heritage Trail
from Terre Haute and
the Irvington
Historical Society,
who also provided us
the newly restored
space at the Bona
Thompson Memorial

Center in Irvington for our Annual Meeting.
The well attended Annual Meeting was a great

opportunity for members to meet the Alliance, pick up
new promotional materials on the Historic National
Road, visit our sponsors, purchase INRA merchandise,
and of course, hear Dick Wolfsie.  Attendees enjoyed
many laughs as Dick lent his insight on comedy and
introduced his new book, Indiana Curiosities, that
showcases unknown and unusual Indiana.

The Annual Meeting’s formal purpose was to elect
a new slate of board members and our new president,
Donna Tauber.  The Board has many new members
this year, and as we welcome them, we also thank
those who have served us for so many years, both
those who remain and those who recently resigned.

Thank you for supporting INRA throughout our
first 10 years of preserving this 198-year-old artifact
from the past!
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Mark Reynold, received a plaque commemorating his volunteer efforts as
president of INRA from Donna Tauber, on behalf of INRA.  Donna
accepted the nomination as new president of INRA and will serve a two-
year term in office.  Photograph by Dan Tauber.

When we speak of the Road, my mind sets on a
time almost 200 years ago, when the Cumberland Trail
was commissioned to be built by Congress.  It was the
people who made the National Road an All-American
Road, traveling west for new opportunities for their
families, leaving for many the only lifestyles they had
ever known.  For most, they encountered hardships that
we can not even imagine, traveling into the wilderness
to make way for a new life.  My great great great
grandparents where amongst those first pioneers,  (at
least 5 sets of them altogether!)   My Adams side of the
family purchased land around 1830, on what was to be
the National Road between Dunrieth and Lewisville in
Henry County, which stayed in the family until about
1980.  The rest of the family settled on or near the
Rush/Henry County line in the early 1820’s, also very
close to the National Road.  I am fairly certain these
people never once considered the important part that
they were playing in history.

The Indiana National Road Association has been
very fortunate to have had founding members and
board members along the way that had a vision for the
organization.  While we have encountered many

unexpected issues such as funding, it has been a
learning experience to make us a stronger organization.
A few years ago we were able to hire an executive
director, helping our cause ten fold.  As we near the
actual ten-year anniversary of INRA this fall, I look
forward to many new and exciting opportunities for
our organization.

Looking back at our accomplishments, and looking
ahead to new challenges, I am excited to be part of the
Indiana National Road Association!  We have much to
look forward to as we work to promote, preserve and
protect our heritage along Indiana’s Historic National
Road, an All-American Road.
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Tom Boese, Putnam Co., served from 2001-2004.
Enthusiastic volunteer.

Tom Duffy, Hancock Co., served 1998-2004.
INRA’s money man.

Jim Hicks, Clay Co., served 2000-2004.
Mr. Clay County History.

Kim Poinsett, Wayne Co., served 2003-2004.
Donated to the Huddleston House Trail.

Rosalie Richardson, Hancock Co., served 1999-2005.
Preservation advocate in Greenfield.

Kevin Runion, Vigo Co., served 2000-2004.
Always with a clear and concise report.

Joy Sacopulos, Vigo Co., served 1997-2004.
President from 1999-2001, much appreciation

Marianna Weinzapfel, Statewide, served 1999-2004.
Marketing expert and important board leader.
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Wayne Co.: Stan Lambert, new board member
Nancy Sartain, new board member
Scott Zimmerman, since 1999

Henry Co.: Jerry Hartgrove, since 2002
Donna Tauber, since 2001-President

Hancock Co.: Ron Sanders, new board member
Dave Scott, new board member

Marion Co.: Paul Diebold, since 1997-Secretary
Meg Pursley, new board member
Mark Reynold, since 2000
Terry Sweeney, since 2003

Hendricks Co: J. Higbee, since 1999
Walt Prosser, since 1997-V.P.

Putnam Co.: John Mace, new board member
Anne Phipps, since 1997

Clay Co.: Mitch Davis, since 2003
Vigo Co.: Susan Davis, new board member

Pat Martin, since 1997
Gerri Varner, new board member
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Driving across the Deer Creek Bridge in Putnam County.   Photograph by
Russ Poole, 2003

National Road enthusiasts will
have plenty of new opportunities to experience the
Historic National Road during two events that
bookend the summer!

The first arrives when Antique Alley becomes the
location for the National Road Yard Sale and Road
Rally on June 5, from 10:00-5:00. Antique hunters,
history buffs and families seeking the curiosities of
Indiana will have the opportunity to shop in unique
stores, visit historic sites, and compete in a Road Rally
that will challenge them to answer 40 questions about
US40 and the Historic National Road.

The starting points of
the event are at the Old
National Road Welcome
Center, 5701 National
Road East, in Richmond,
and at the Glass Cupboard
Antique Mall, 115 E. Main
Street in Knightstown.
There are several
checkpoints in between
where questionnaires will
be available. The Road
Rally is intended to
encourage travelers to
enjoy the local heritage of
the area while learning
more about the history behind the Historic National
Road.  Those who answer the questions most
accurately will win one of the 120 prizes that local
businesses and sites have donated.

A variation of this has been tried in other areas
along the byway; especially known is the National
Road Festival that takes place in 18 communities
across Illinois, which also successfully had Pepsi as a
sponsor last year.  Now residents and tourists alike
will be able to experience a Pike Festival of our own
through the many pike towns in eastern Indiana.
There has been quite a bit of interest in the project so
far, and an eventual goal for the Historic National
Road would be to have this event spread across

Indiana, and coordinate with the
National Road Alliance to do this byway-wide!

At the end of the summer, the Indiana National
Road Association will once again hold its popular
Historic National Road Antique Car Tour on
September 11.  This year’s tour, the National Road
and the Historic Bridges of Putnam County, will drive
along the byway, but also include the unique
opportunity to drive across some of the oldest and
endangered bridges of Indiana.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation and
the Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana have

recognized these bridges
on their most endangered
landmarks lists across the
country and state.
Through this year’s tour,
INRA will actively raise
awareness about the
necessity to preserve these
structures.

Participants of the tour
will have a rare
opportunity to have a
personalized tour of the
prominent Rising Hall
Estate that sits on the
Historic National Road at

the Hendricks-Putnam County line.  To add to the
excitement, the tour will also drive into Russellville,
“Indiana’s Ghost Town” that features a unique railroad
depot and an excellent café called The Big House.

The tour would not be complete without again
having Tom Carnegie, Voice of the Indy 500, along
for the tour to be the special guest voice at the evening
banquet at the Walden Inn in Greencastle,.

INRA is still accepting applications, but
encourages interested parties to register soon.

For applications to register in the car tour, or for
more information about either of these events, please
contact our office at 765.478.3172 or by email,
inra@historiclandmarks.org.
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110 and 112 East Main Street in Greenfield, once located directly on the Historic National Road, are the most
recent victims of a demolition frenzy that has been occurring in downtown Greenfield over the past several years.

Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana (HLFI) recognized the problem and placed the Greenfield
Courthouse Square Historic District on their List of Indiana’s 10 Most Endangered Landmarks.  The Indiana
National Road Association (INRA) has also taken a number of steps to advocate for preservation in the town.  A
Historic Preservation Commission hearing at the end of 2003 was a well attended meeting with local residents who
advocated against permitting the Greenfield Christian Church to tear down these two historic structures.  The voice
of the public was not heard, and requests to seek alternatives from INRA and HLFI were ignored.  In March, the
landmarks of the past became another vacant lot in Greenfield.

� �
The Indiana National Road Association recently awarded three façade restoration grants to property owners

who want to rehabilitate and restore their landmark buildings around the Greenfield Courthouse Square Historic
District instead of tearing them down.  The grants were funded through a grant to INRA from the Efroymson Fund
of the Central Indiana Community Foundation.

Due to the efforts of INRA, the support from Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana, and most of all the
cooperation and dedication from these property owners, travelers along the Historic National Road will now see a
restored Art Deco Theater, owned by the Hancock County Visitors Bureau, to be reused as an arts center.  On their
approach into town from the east, a two-story commercial structure housing Andrees Florist Shop will be repainted.
Across from the Courthouse, a building whose lower façade was lost over half a century ago, is now being restored
by the owner of Greenfield Insurance and Financial Services, and will be reused by the Bread Ladies’ bakery and
coffee shop.  This, in contrast to the recent demolitions, is a much more positive and productive solution.

“Let us, while waiting for new monuments
preserve the ancient monuments.”

-victor hugo
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For orders, call 765.478.3172 or email inra@historiclandmarks.org                                                                                           

These Historic National Road supporters provided in-kind donations and door prizes:
Country Memories Florist & Gift Shop, Spiceland
Courtyard by Marriott Downtown, Indianapolis
Dick Wolfsie
Illinois National Road Association
Indiana Repertory Theatre, Indianapolis

McKinley House Bed and Breakfast, Brazil
Old National Road Welcome Center, Richmond
Palais Royal Café, Centerville
Simon Property Group, Indianapolis
Xpress Impressions, Richmond
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Mobil Travel Guide partnered
with the National Scenic
Byways program and created a
series of four guides,
America's Byways of the
Midwest, West, Mountain
Region and All-American
Roads.

We are pleased that the
Historic National Road is
featured in two of these
guides, Byways of the Midwest
and All-American Roads.

INRA has made this car
travel friendly, 230-page
paperback guide available for
only $15.00 each, or $25.00
for both.  Use them to help
you plan your trip across the
country or on the Historic
National Road this summer!

Historic
National
Road
souvenir
signs, exact
replicas of the
signs on the
Road.  $20 for
members, $25
non-members.

Historic National Road
clocks: Driving the byway has
time goes away, but when
back home, remember your
times with a clock promoting
the Road.  Not shown is the
US 40 second hand.  $25.00

The Walkabout Company, L.L.C.

 


