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The Road Rally and Antique Car Tour are two events INRA sponsors that
help promote the byway.   Photograph by Ron Sanders.
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By Donna Tauber
INRA Board President, Henry Co.

What do James Whitcomb Riley, cows, eggs and
sawdust have in common?

The Indiana National Road Association is once
again sponsoring the Historic National Road Rally,
between Richmond and Cumberland, Indiana on
Saturday October 16th.  Registration for participants
will begin at 9 a.m at the Huddleston Farmhouse
Museum, located west of Cambridge City on the
Historic National Road (US 40) and ending at the
starting point at 5 p.m.

Participants are invited to have a fun filled day
searching for the answers pertaining to history,
businesses and nostalgia of the Historic National Road.
The day will include numerous surprises, depending on
the participant’s creativity and temperament, and is
patterned after CBS’s Amazing Race.

Numerous prizes, based upon the number of points
received for each correct answer with more points
awarded towards more difficult questions, await the
winners of the Rally.  Prizes include Reds baseball
tickets for next season, bed and breakfast and
restaurant gift certificates and much more.

Accuracy, rather than speed, is encouraged, as
entrants will have eight full hours to complete their
Road Rally Questionnaire. For added fun and
adventure, there are hoops to go through for bonus
points.  The time it takes entrants to complete the form
would be a tiebreaker if needed.

The Road Rally is intended to encourage people to
browse the shops and stop at restaurants along the way.
Hopefully, families will discover and develop a sense
of history of this nationally designated scenic byway.
Ultimately, the event will help to revitalize and
promote the historic communities and businesses along
the Historic National Road.

The Historic National Road plays an important role
as a heritage corridor of our past, and is a tourist
destination for people across the country seeking
America’s Byways.  The Historic National Road is now
an All-American Road; one of only 19 out of 95
nationally designated scenic byways.  Today, the road
is a symbol of our nation’s past, present and future,
boasting a culture, history and tradition that are
unparalleled in Indiana and the other five Historic
National Road states.

For more information on the Indiana National
Road Association or to earn bonus points by pre-
registering, contact Joseph Jarzen at 765.478.3172, or
visit our website at www.indiananationalroad.org.  To
learn more about the Road Rally contact Patricia
McDaniel at 765.478.4809.
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The tour at Rising Hall Estate on the Historic National
Road.  Photograph by Ron Sanders.

By Donna Tauber, INRA Board President, Henry Co.
 Trish Eccles, INRA Ex-Officio Member, Vigo Co.

The 2004 Historic National Road Antique Auto
Tour began on a beautiful Saturday September 11th

morning with over 50
participants, meeting at the
Greencastle LoBills.   John
Mace, Indiana National Road
Representative for Putnam
County, and his wife Mary,
provided doughnuts and fruit,
and greeted the group. Arby’s
provided the coffee.

This year the tour was split
into 4 groups, each in different
north and south routes.  While
different from past tours, it
enabled everyone to tour the
back roads of Putnam County, as well as Rising Hall,
the magnificent home restored by Walt and June
Prosser.

For lunch, the autos met at the Greencastle
Courthouse Square, and the public had a chance to
meet the drivers and view the cars.  The Russellville
Round-up festival was a highlight of the tour
reminding all that quaint towns like Russellville still
exist and have much to offer.

The banquet was held at the Walden Inn in
Greencastle. Dr. James Cooper, nationally recognized
historic bridge expert and author of two books on
historic Indiana bridges, gave a slide presentation

illustrating the ways bridges were
constructed and detailing their
history. 

The audience then enjoyed
and participated in “Village
People circa 1835 – 1915” as
volunteers presented “The
History of the National Road
across Indiana,” a play written by
Joy Sacopulos specifically for the
Indiana National Road
Association Schools Along the

Road recognition program.  
The car tour is a beneficial

way to promote the Historic National Road and tell its
story.  It ties into the public’s interest to drive and view
vintage automobiles that once drove the National Road
and roads beyond, while promoting endangered
buildings, bridges and sites along the road,
encouraging their preservation.

Plans are underway for the next exciting antique
auto tour on September 10th 2005.  More information
will be available soon, so reserve this date.

A very sincere thanks for the success of the 2004 Auto Tour to The Automobile Owners, Sincere Thanks to . . .
The automobile owners
Mayor Nancy Michael and Members of the Common
Council: Thomas W. Roach, Mark N. Hammer, Robert
P. Sedlack, Russell Evans, and John Lanie
David Sutherland, Putnam County Road
Superintendent
Shelby County Sheriff Tom Debaun
Putnam County Sheriff Mark Frisby
Russellville Policeman Mike Biggs
Greencastle Police, Acting Chief Tom Sutherlin
Our advertisers
LoBills and Co-Manager Lucille Liebert
The Walden Inn
Walt and June Prosser

Mary Duncan and Embroidery Express
Professor Jim Cooper
Ron Sanders, photographer
John and Mary Mace
Tom Carnegie
Men of Pi Kappa Alpha, Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology
Karla Lawless and the Putnam County CVB
Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana
Committee members: Jack Warble, Bill Eccles, Donna
Tauber, Janet Musgrove, Jerry Hartgrove, Ron
Branson, Jim Hicks, Joe Jarzen, Tom Duffy, Trish
Eccles
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The Pennsy Trail in Greenfield.  Photograph
by Greg Midgley

Terre Haute

US 40

Greencastle

Plainfield

Indianapolis

Greenfield
Richmond

The National Road Heritage Trail near
Fillmore.  Photograph by Greg Midgley.

By Greg Midgley
National Road Heritage Trail, Inc.

The National Road was born in Maryland 198
years ago, made its way to Indiana 177 years ago and
has brought countless travelers to and through the
Hoosier state ever since.  Along this important route,
towns and cities came to life servicing these travelers
and becoming lively destinations themselves.

As transportation progressed from the early horses
and buggies to the faster railroads, then to automobiles,
the character of the corridor evolved until the latter half
of the 20th century when this linear community became
viewed as an impediment to efficient travel and was
bypassed via I-70.  Only one of the railroads remained
as before, though it departed soon after for its
inefficiencies.

At that point,
most of the 150-
mile National Road
corridor became a
sort of time capsule,
insulated from the
rapid change along
the bypass, though
continuing to
function for those
who had made it
home.  It was this
tenuously preserved
heritage that
inspired Historic
Landmarks

Foundation of Indiana
to focus attention on this corridor in the past ten years
through the Indiana National Road Association
(INRA).  With the recent milestone of national scenic
byway designation for this historic highway, INRA has
secured a more promising future for the history that is
the National Road.

During that same 10-year period, a number of
visionary communities along or near the National Road
began to focus attention on an abandoned railroad that
had been an integral part of this active corridor.  Given

the time and
expense that went
into creating the
railroad, they saw
that its true value
was in being
preserved as a
transportation
corridor.  Given
the natural settings
around the old rail
beds and the
extreme shortage
of facilities for

non-motorized
transportation,
they saw this as a perfect opportunity to balance the
system and to provide a much-needed recreational
outlet as well.

The genesis of this effort started at the Twigg Rest
Area in Terre Haute, however, residents of and visitors
to Greencastle, Fillmore, Plainfield, Indianapolis,
Greenfield and Richmond are already enjoying the
benefits of this preservation and conversion of the
transportation corridors into multi-use trails.  They
appreciate the opportunity to experience their
communities at the intimate pace associated with self-
powered travel.

This slower pace, more akin to that of the National
Road’s early travelers, is the inspiration behind the
partnership between INRA, Hoosier Rails-to-Trails
Council, and Indiana Trails Fund in launching the
National Road Heritage Trail, Inc. (NRHT).  The
vision is a 150-mile trail that provides access to the
National Road and historic railroad communities in a
whole new way and to a whole new group of travelers
so that they may appreciate the history of, and bring
commerce and resources to, places long forgotten.
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Standing as a prominent, unique National Road landmark,
the Huddleston Farmhouse Museum is home to the Indiana
National Road Association and Historic Landmarks
Foundation of Indiana, and is open for travelers and visitors
to experience the past.

Greg Ziesemer at the National Road monument at the
historic intersection of the National and Brookville Roads.
The National Road - Wetplate photography by Dale
Bernstein

You are invited to join us at the Huddleston
Farmhouse Inn Museum for a
special evening along the Historic
National Road.  History and today
will come together on December
10 at 6:00 when travelers to the inn
will have the chance to enjoy an
1840’s hearth dinner with special
holiday flare and a concert
featuring the acoustical sound by
Greg Ziesmemer and Kriss
Luckett.

The hearth dinners at the
Huddleston Farmhouse are known
across the state and region as an
experience not to be missed.
When the sun sets, the candles are
lit, and cooking over the hearth
begins, people leave their 21st

Century lives and step back in time
to when John and Susannah
Huddleston lived and worked at
the farmhouse, benefiting from the
commerce and travel along the
National Road.  This authentically
cooked dinner will reflect the
harvest and holiday season for a
special experience in this historic
space.

After dinner, travelers will
enjoy their dessert to the musical
blend of bluegrass, country blues
and a bit of jazz from Greg and
Kriss.  Greg’s travels around the
region have brought him to the
National Road many times, and this
evening of history will be carried
into the present with his new song
about the road, National Road.

Their music relives traditional feel that will bring an
enjoyable conclusion to the
evening at the Huddleston
Farmhouse along the Historic
National Road.

The Indiana National Road
Association and Historic
Landmarks Foundation of
Indiana have partnered to make
this evening special for those
who attend.  As the participants
enjoy the evening’s highlights,
their admission will be
committed to support the two
organizations’ continued
efforts to preserve the National
Road heritage.  Conservation
work is necessary to repair the
Huddleston Farmhouse while
the Indiana National Road
Association is working to raise
the match for the interpretive
project that will place
informational panels along the
byway and create an audio tour.

Travelers can reserve their
place at the Huddleston
Farmhouse for the evening’s
events by calling 765.478.3172.
The event is a charitable
fundraising program, and
therefore the charge to attend is
$125.00.  We look forward to
sharing this special evening
with you and hope you will
join us in our endeavors to
experience the past and
preserve history for the future.

people will do amazing things when it comes to
survival

- aron ralston
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For orders, call 765.478.3172 or email inra@historiclandmarks.org                                                                                           
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Mobil Travel Guide partnered
with the National Scenic
Byways program and created a
series of four guides,
America's Byways of the
Midwest, West, Mountain
Region and All-American
Roads.

We are pleased that the
Historic National Road is
featured in two of these
guides, Byways of the Midwest
and All-American Roads.

INRA has made this car
travel friendly, 230-page
paperback guide available for
only $15.00 each, or $25.00
for both.  Use them to help
you plan your trip across the
country or on the Historic
National Road this autumn!

Historic
National
Road
souvenir
signs:
miniaturized
replicas of the
signs.  $20 for
members, $25
non-members.

Historic National Road
clocks: Time disappears while
driving the byway, but when
back home, remember your
times with a clock promoting
the Road.  Not shown is the
US 40 second hand.  $25.00

 

Historic National Road hats:
This year’s souvenir items from the
antique car tour were denim shirts
and matching hats.  The hats are
now available for HNR enthusiasts
nationwide.  Hats $12.00 for
members, $15.00 non-members.

Historic National Road and U.S. Route 40 pins:
For a small token of the byway, purchase a pin.
HNR pins $2.00, U.S. 40 pins $3.00
Pens from the first Road Rally on the Historic
National Road:  Stop by the Huddleston
Farmhouse Museum and get a free pen during
your tour.  Tours are free to INRA members,
5.00 (adults), $3.00(children), $4.00 (senior
citizens)

All that is gold does not glitter. Not all those wh o wander
are lost.

- j.r.r. tolkein


